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Taos School Zone 
K-12 Cohort 2021 Meetings  

SUMMARY 
 
Areas of greatest interest to be addressed for children in grades K-12 
 

● Whole family recognition and focus 
Comments focused on the need for increased support for all families and in particular for 
grandparents and others who are raising children. Many families are not familiar with the 
process of preparing for post graduation education. Support that engages families with quality 
content and provides strategies and tools to be used at home could help kids be more 
successful at school.  
 
Increasing excitement about learning among parents, families and caregivers would help them 
become more involved in their children’s education.  
 
Behavioral health issues, especially substance misuse, need to be recognized and addressed 
due to their enormous effect on children and their families. 
 
 

● Whole Child skills and recognition  
We need to recognize the impact on our schools/staff/students of adjusting to the myriad of 
changes related to the pandemic 
 
Children’s mental health is a very high priority, especially following the challenges of the 
pandemic. School social workers are stretched too thin, so that they have insufficient time to 
assist students facing these issues.  
 
Students should see themselves as complete, powerful individuals from early ages.  
Continuing to increase the focus on the social emotional learning aspect of school for all 
children can further this outcome, as would moving away from teachers operating under rigid 
guidelines.  
 
Differences in ethnic and economic representation of the children in the honors/AP classes 
continue to exist, furthering the gap between students who see themselves as successful at 
school and those who do not. 
 
Disparities that exist between school districts might be reduced if students could attend specific 
classes not offered at their school by attending classes at other districts. 
 

Increased activities and special opportunities for middle school students would encourage and 
enrich students in those sensitive preteen years.  
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● Preparing children for their post-secondary preferences 

Two programs that are being implemented in Taos schools, AVID (grades K-12) and GEAR UP 
(starting in the coming school year in grades 7-12), are helpful in promoting the knowledge and 
skills students need to be successful in college. Teachers have been speaking with students 
individually, explaining what can result from taking the AVID class.  
 

AVID, which stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination, is a nonprofit 
college-readiness program designed to help students develop the skills they need to be 
successful in college. The program places special emphasis on increasing writing, 
critical thinking, teamwork, organization and reading skills. 
 
GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs) is a 
federally funded college access & readiness program administered by Weber State 
University that partners with local middle and high schools to help students (1) 
successfully graduate from high school, (2) establish a college-going culture within their 
homes, (3) gain knowledge about postsecondary options, preparation, and financing, 
and (4) prepare to enter and succeed in postsecondary education. 
 

Increasing the clarity of curriculum pathways would assist students and families. If  a more 
comprehensive curriculum and pathway started in earlier grades, students would be better 
prepared for their choice of and success in academic or trade routes following graduation.  Too 
often, students and their families experience lasting disappointment when their curriculum 
choices during high school prevent them from proceeding to their desired college program or 
trade school. 
 
Increased connectedness across the curricula in grades 9 -12 would also be helpful. 
 
Participants expressed strong support for making trades classes available again. Students 
would benefit by being able to see choices in addition to college, which is the primary goal that 
is now promoted and aimed for.  
“Those classes in many ways started to engage students in thinking about their future - maybe I 
do want to be a journeyman, a plumber.”  
Those students who do not see themselves as going to college might see a place for 
themselves at school, build an educational program to fit their individual needs, feel better 
included and be “encouraged to do whatever it is that they want to do to be successful in life.” 
Currently, students often have an unrealistic expectation and are discouraged when “what 
they’ve done in school isn’t going to make them a viable candidate.”  
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● Community involvement in the schools  
While many community nonprofit organizations and other entities contribute to children’s 
educational experiences at school, funding inconsistencies make programs come and go. More 
study of which programs have worked best and their measurable impacts on students is 
needed.  

 
Increased interactions between local businesses and students would help students:  

○ See employment opportunities in their community and realize there are more choices 
than college; 

○ Potentially gain paid internships; 
○ Increase career exploration through AVID and GEAR UP.  

 
The community would benefit from these interactions by working together to take responsibility 
for children’s education and starting early to provide them with the skills needed for them to 
succeed in the workforce. Taos schools already welcome community members into the schools 
to talk about their work history and experiences and their degrees and certificates, to help 
students explore career choices.  
 
An example of a successful business/school partnership was between Los Alamos National 
Labs and the schools. Also the Leadership Journey here a few years ago involved business 
leaders who identified employability skills. They participated in a college and career fair to share 
their experiences, prepare students for a career and recruit future workers.  
 
Students who are exposed to a career that appeals to them “would get excited, have an end 
goal in mind, know they need school graduation to get there and understand why school is 
important.” 
 
Establishing a single point of contact and a system to integrate school/community interactions 
would be very helpful. Now, individuals who want to be of service in the schools may call a 
school or the school district and educators may make multiple calls to an outside source of help. 
Having this system in place could also help to keep successful efforts going despite time-limited 
funding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


